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Abstract: Information Retrieval for Question Answering (IR4QA) is a new task in NTCIR-7. It is intended to find out the
best IR strategy that brings about the best end-to-end QA performance and which IR and QA techniques work together well.
It’s more challenging than traditional ad hoc IR. In NTCIR-7, we investigate the performances of different index models
and retrieval models, train a combination model based on different index models and propose a greedy search algorithm to
find the optimal parameter setting for each index model in the interpolation. Experimental results show that our
combination model achieves a high recall and good precision on both ah doc IR and IR4QA tasks.

Keyword: IR4QA, information retrieval, model combination

1. 51§

R FE 45 B R & Information Retrieval for Question Answering, {854 IR4QA)RE HAE
YRR (NID AREHKE 7 BEFEESARPRINTCIR- TR HRFES, FHKEH
R BRBENAERARMANER I, FRIRBIFHNE REMEENE SRERE. 44
KR SRR T ERR R AR R E B R, FTUBEREAAREERAHMBNEE
ERE. AT, RIQA F#aTREIARK. SEREAHXMR, BMEZCORSEAMEX
AR, B, M “Who is George Bush?” #3548 QA R4, MRS —K A Laura Welch
RISCRY, AN A ARE RRFRRE SRS, b, IR4QA FEHAXMIRMRECART
fE4EMK ad hoc RTF, IR4QA FEABRIE. 75 NTCIR-7 #, BAHRRTHSEBRENE:
£ IR4QA EEPHIMRE, BB T —METARRIIERMNMAKEY, ATRRIEBAMEI

AXTHABETER “NAS" BREATRRBUHVESTHE CHEKS: 2007AA012438) MF K. ACERET HKIES
¥ T BANILR A KINTCIRBUE# .
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B, FHERAROHERET S, FRAERNEREARIRE. EFAEER LNSALRE
B, %3F ad hoc BYEF IR4QA 1155, RAINA ABIRIETHENE R B ER BT MR,

2. FHRIAE

S BAR BT B RRARS . — MR P SOE AR AT, F—F
£N-gram. e, Unigram CAAF) FiBigram GESFIANT) REMFERANEIAT. &+
XfEBARRS, FIFES| SRS TIRFRAUR. NiefFARR R R4 SR AE WA
N, @t KBRIEZREY, BAE RN O E—RENRSIAT, REATIREN
B, RIEASHE SRR BARER, % T Unigam. Bigam\ R ENIMAAEDIREL
BB, PINFRETR, BWASHHERISERIATISRER 5\ T4 R4
3, El, MBE-ARENTHANE NSRS 5SS RRGH-BNEER, XA R
R R RS,

3. WEIEAIFE

3.1 #hWl

HAl FEMFE RREREROHERHARE, MR TREE RS, X T
H—ABHNMRE. TR, FARMRERRVEEXSHARNEFIEFIER. Bk
BIEUPER, HERTURMRTFHEAME AMGHILRREEFHRESER. Bk, &
F—HHESR AR A RBARR, NiXREUEREREEN—MAITHER. HE
RATEMAFEN KB, —REEMUEE, —RIXSHREK S RUMRERA SRR,

EXBERBAT, RROERTUNFRE DL AREUNRTIEL. REEUG
FAiREEL, FE AR, MR, FiHESHASYS, &5 HEE ¥ L Unigram,
BigramMlA R 5 [#AY( Word )55 . NEBEAEARRRESFPAE ERHEEH AR,

B FIR4QAR —FPIEEIFR, B EEFARBQAKIPMIFAEEZEMILIRIQASY, Rt
BRATFIAARBRINMERE, B2 MRRNRMA SR, WERE— Mae. @R,
ZHHBMFR RS BENEERY, RITAN, EARRMEE T ORIE#HE RS
FEARR]. XAHRTRRE AT AR A AN RHERL AR, 8-

Score(d,q) = Zachorej dq) @
J

K1, Score(d, QR MER T AL, @ REMIRHELMA & HE.

3.2 BATRITTE

ARFRREERAARIRAERS T30S, BHEURENRMERE. Bl FRERER
PRSI REEFERAER, FIRERX SRS BR — M PO IR+ .
5K, EETRIIEROBETED, EHARKERERER, TXRRSIRTA
A, BEHAAERHF O RMERMER D, NMERERNASERSTHR, ANMEZSE
REREENREZ AN — B L. RERIIBERAET RS I OETME.

BIMAGRRIREHEE, FEMONERBTEANRRES. NT IRIQA, WS
K& BRTHEERINPE, FROERKIERATIRI. HIRTSE, RITEXT BHFRH:

5() Model,) = MAP( ) Model)  (2)
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WA HAREM=(M, M, ..M}
W EEE A={a,a,, a}

WD REAHMASRMTHRE T NENRYES
ﬂ?!l Pk D=2
L4

m N?fiiuﬂﬁ‘*xuu M, >, XM eMnM,eMnizj
REBH <a, a,> KELRRNMAPEMAP,,
(2) W HKBMAPIE R RIS < M, M, >KBE<a,, a,>
AMEBRM,, M, ABENERHRED, Ka,, o, BNHEE A
H;3:
whileM = @
Q) for BAMBM, e M
ERCRERE MY &, WHBIM, B, TS RH#NMAPEMAP,
() RERAREMAPERBEM RAREa, AMFBRM, HRLEMEDH, HaoSmBAS,

NI Reli LT G IR B3

JXEUMadeI REAFHERNES, MAP RISERRESTRSERAPIRRE. SHFT

B@Ebﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ“ﬁ’ﬂﬂ‘] MAP XZBAR K& MRBIE S IUA SRR E. R
THER T — AL EEREZ, il 1 Fos.

4. Adhoc WEELK

RAIIEE ad hoc KM IRQA 4E45 EBHT T KBRMELR, HRRN TR SRYERFRE
f£4% ERtERE, #R%E ad hoc A IRIQA RIREFMXMEFNNER. BRINFEA Lemur
Toolkit YEABRMKELZREESL. NTCIR-5 C-C RELEFEE 50 MEE, IHEARRE
901,466 M 3CHY, RITLRAFRNREAERNES HBME.

4.1 RRBERIERE

Lemur SLEL T BAME R RBR. S MERIMRREREAR. R 1 BRTHEMBEEIAR
SHRAIZE NTCIR-S C-C % LIItERE: oidf (B8 thdf) , fo_tfidf CGFRIRE thidf) , okapi
(&8 okapi) , fb okapi (HrRIBAY okapi) , kl_dir (¥ KL FEEMESBERELL,
Dirrichlet ) , mixfb ki dir ({#f KL BEBKESERIERREE, Dirichlet Y, WHihHHX
R#) . BRNJTTZHTR: F—HFEHAEEY tde HH(T run). F_HEHEEMH
description #¥4M(D run). =41 narrative #4-(N run). FrABREIKSEEH REBRESH.

R 1 HELRERER, KL ERNSHESBEREER, I Dirchlet FRAMHEIR
i, DRARKMRRER. FHLRITEFZEIELEBRRBESH IR, [, RITAY
T O R RARSORS SR RRA% E, FRARRS IR RS TIAR T REMRE.

4.2 R5|IRBRME
ELAYSE, ERTEBEAH, Unigram $E. Bigram #EM Word BB HAZ] T &
MR, RIBEMEREE=HORNRGERATRIEM, UHERLHRRER.
FAHRRNAEITHES SRR TR AR A TR NIE. —MRARRT T, 3
RS TFREE LR, ENARS TR, RITASRTRA BRCENES (|
HRFIRPHE—D) RE—UENENES. B—RERNEIEEL 0 B 1 20, XHEAFRR
SRR FRAARAE T WM. A— I RESIBMBSHNL. FE-FRaRRE: (D&
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%1 FTERRBMNRS HERE NTCIR-5 C-C % FROMERE

Mean Average Precision
IR model Tnmn D nm N nmn

Unigram | Bigram | Word | Unigram | Bigram | Word | Unigram | Bigram | Word
tf idf 02497 | 02664 | 02515 | 02164 | 02465 | 02052 | 02716 | 03032 | 0.2729
fo tf idf 02724 | 03162 | 02950 | 02569 | 03088 | 0.2608 | 02844 | 03362 | 0.2837
okapi 02609 | 02646 | 0.2582 | 02065 | 02393 | 0.1769 | 0.2835 03172 [ 02737
fo_okapi 0.2931 03005 | 03277 | 0.1946 | 03130 | 02345 | 0.1678 | 03390 | 0.2773
kl_dir 0.3031 02615 | 02706 | 0.2588 | 02270 | 02013 [ 03154 | 03019 | 0.2790
mixfb kl dir | 03443 | 02860 | 03057 | 02933 | 0.2983 | 02513 | 03343 | 0.3378 | 02992

FORIERE BEsWIARRE, FERIRITHTHERES: Q) SMEABHTIERE, #85%
BRERBEHITRE: Q) RAFHMERES, BIESNESIBEE BERVHRERE, £RMETHT
BARS: TR —MBROMEER, EXR5IBERERRE, BESREIZSREIHBAREKSE
B EBRANGERD, FoMReEHMAERLE. B2 SHTERIIHASBEE NTCIR-5 C-C RIS
btERE. B 2 FETLIES, [/ 0.8U+H02WH0.15B S E, ASBRNMELATIRIL, MAP
84 03669, iXFHH, T adhoc &, &5IHAMARRT T RANIERE.

5 IR4QA &L

IRAQA KYRAESZEHEAT ERR T4 ad hoc %, Fik, 78 NTCIR-S MR HEHH
BEBFERTHORRES. RNBERELGHIES. TEAEXEERE, B E%3
BRI RTI RAETR A I E, & 2 BEMAT NTCIR-7 # EC-CS B S IRIQA KR
FE4 R CT-CT AR B MRR SR 5.

5.1 FFREME

A T HRBIRAQAMES RS R PR R T RIS Y, BANF W& 7 REIER. BN
MEPAN' W3t 8 7T A REMNERNSEEE. STENE, SEERITAERSTRB R
. RIS HIAEN-CSRICT-CTR/MES i T REYEE . EN-CSHARERRS 718 M8, CT-
CT¥dE&EEE 71 M.

5.2 EN-CS #y&

A XHBRATATHE B PR SEI., RE 7T LLS R SCER[9]. ERITMEH P, BiFsr
AR BB I ESE 2T . 78 EN-CS Rr&P, BB THSBENSHREAEFEENEY
m. RATRBERYE KL EEAESERERERL, 4 Dirichlet WRMAMHEXR M. F
RELH RFH B question #4>. {#F] Unigram %, MAP &£ 0.1847; ¥/ Bigram #
, MAP{ER 0.2018; {FAIIABIEIN) MAP fHR 0.1955.

BAVEAE | FiafuoBE# T TR IREME . B3 SR TRIIHEHEANERER:

- Unigram+Bigram: 44 R 045U+0.55B BB ETIBL, MAP EE 0.2131.

- Unigram+Word: 4888 HERZ 0.5U+H0.5W IHEREAFIBE, MAP E£ 0.2146.

- Word+Bigram: & ER 0.35WH).65B FHEEEETISMN, MAP B2 0.2079.

BT Unigram MHa &5 (MARRREE, BITHEMIIEH SERFHNE, R/51H3 Bigram &

! http:/aclia.lti.cs.cmu.edu:8080/epan/index.jsp



2 NTCIR-7 SiEHIER
—— 4B —— [+}| —a— B+ —4—0, 8U+0. 2W+B ] T | A

£% | HEK % %

Xinhua
Lianhe 97 545,162

EN-
Cs

Zaobao
CT- | CIRB020 95 | 1,150,954
S O Db P b b S S D CT_| CIRB040 -

/ 4 La Y f‘.\ >. (.:‘ 7 \ 7 J B
NN A R

M2 RSBSMBE NTCIR-5 C-C RIS ERYI%EE

5IMRIANE. YHAHER 0.5UH.5WH).15B it RGEEBAAENE, MAP {HiX3) 0.2168.

5.3 CT-CT ®'&

BT OREP XA TR, 7 CTCT RRLRT, RIS EET TRRTFHSTREEER
FEHALS GB %ifd. CT-CT RELERHIFEM EN-CS A, 4 Unigram R5/#ER, MAP
ER 02722; {¥H Bigram 5|, MAP £ 03077; FHARSIHEK MAP £
02057, FJLAEFHARSIERIAMEEMRE, REAT, SASRANEASRSERNRR —SYnt
MAFIFFEESR. i Bush ZEPEKKEEBEBIRER A, BEESUBEY “HH". XF
EZRSBART B PEAEBEUISHRR, XVREEWMARGMEE. B 4 RESIAGHEE
CTCT REAES ERTRER,

SZDRTHMBERY, BATREMAERHFER, FEQSEENONFLFER. AL
REREY, ETXBAT BOEHEFEAN TFRIOENEEHE. FREESRIQALESE
MEHEFFE ARG BA R R IIE,

6 HEHNRAELER

ZENTCIR-7 [ERiFRIH, BRIHRRZT 5 PRASMEN-CSEESRELE, BXT 44MN%R
KSMCT-CTRERES . BNREXFRAANHEY., % 3 ZFRTNICIR-7 RAQATHE B R
GitEae, BRITORREMNTES TG TRIFAEeE". ZEEN-CSTAESF, REMITEL-
EN-CS-03-TERf3 T 5 iR R HLIIERE, AR ESSRAGTHEE —. HECICTTE%
F, BIRRGAR THESHRGEHNE, HPRAMITEL-CT-CT-02-THAEER.

HEHREP, BAIWREED TREHAMEXIR, FUARRER. BT X4irRREN
JTZAER Pooling BIARKEUAHKICRSE, BRIRRNREAETAEZIERS. A, FRELN
LRUBRNN BT EEEHRAN TR, EFRELR Y, RENERBEE, BREFHEE
IR R LA AHE. XEEN ad hoc BEM IRIQA RIREEFHERIETFMRAERR .
$iltn, XTFRE “Whois Hu Jintac?” , FFHGIEXTHFEERTRMFAER, FHLN A%
A SEEL I SO N B A B R B SCR . BMEAE TR “HImd” (UHBL—IK, %okt
MiZERRERPHAEN. HR, MAHBHEWRBALNR, QERT “HRE” HRE
K, BNZERASRPHLBE. ERENE, FTHAZRENHXERE, FERSER
RERTHLRE. Hit, £50MEBRRMMRECHERT R4QA £%. BHTEIEHREHR
et IR4QA EFARLKI BFReRS, FrURMBAMSH THRERS, BEdEIA MR ARG
BUMLHRG, EREEHERHENER TRRRENEBRE, WA REMEEIERE.
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% 3 NTCIR-7IRAQA FHEEEHHER

Task Runid Mean AP Mean Q Mean nDCG
MITEL-EN-CS-01-T 0.5849 0.6005 0.7949
MITEL-EN-CS-02-T 0.5693 0.5858 0.7847

EN-CS MITEL-EN-CS-03-T 0.5959 0.6124 0.7947
MITEL-EN-CS-04-D 0.5789 0.5950 0.7907
MITEL-EN-CS-05-TD 0.5898 0.6058 0.8003
MITEL-CT-CT-01-T 0.5791 0.5963 0.7835

CT.CT MITEL-CT-CT-02-T 0.5839 0.6018 0.7873
MITEL-CT-CT-03-D 0.5839 0.6013 0.7869
MITEL-CT-CT-04-T 0.5645 0.5783 0.7648

7. ik

NTICR-7 FREBRNSINHIE —KEESREIER. ROTUER T AR ERAIERE, H#
FRERTIERMARA TRRERE. Bl —FMSERNTHROEE R RRSIRNELREA
AHRIPHAE. NTCIR-7 {FRIE SRR, RSN A BRI RAERE.,
SR ad hoc BYEM IR4QA KIRIFIMRERAERAER, RINKAHETERIERE LEFR
KT, FHpRESEREFTFHE AR, XUERRITT —PEERNES.
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